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THE OCEAN CONFERENCE

  Our oceans, our future: partnering for the implementation of
Sustainable Development Goal 14
  

The high-level United Nations Conference to Support the  Implementation of Sustainable
Development Goal 14: Conserve and  sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources
for sustainable  development will be convened at United Nations Headquarters in New York 
from 5 to 9 June 2017, coinciding with World Oceans Day, to support the  implementation of
Sustainable Development Goal 14. The Governments of  Fiji and Sweden have the co-hosting
responsibilities of the Conference.

  

The Conference aims to be the game changer that will reverse the  decline in the health of our
ocean for people, planet and prosperity. It  will be solutions-focused with engagement from all.

  

The Conference shall:

      

    
    -  Identify ways and means to support the implementation of Sustainable Development Goal
14;   
    -  Build on existing successful partnerships and stimulate  innovative and concrete new
partnerships to advance the implementation  of Goal 14;   
    -  Involve all relevant stakeholders, bringing together  Governments, the United Nations
system, other intergovernmental  organizations, international financial institutions,
non-governmental  organizations, civil society organizations, academic institutions the  scientific
community, the private sector, philanthropic organizations  and other actors to assess
challenges and opportunities relating to, as  well as actions taken towards, the implementation
of Goal 14;   
    -  Share the experiences gained at the national, regional and international levels in the
implementation of Goal 14;   
    -  Contribute to the follow-up and review process of the 2030  Agenda for Sustainable
Development by providing an input to the  high-level political forum on sustainable development,
in accordance  with resolutions 67/290 of 9 July 2013, 70/1 of 25 September 2015 and  70/299
of 29 July 2016, on the implementation of Goal 14, including on  opportunities to strengthen
progress in the future;   
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The Conference shall comprise plenary meetings, partnership dialogues and a special event
commemorating World Oceans Day.          The Conference shall adopt by consensus a
concise, focused,  intergovernmentally agreed declaration in the form of a "Call for  Action" to
support the implementation of Goal 14 and a report containing  the co-chairs' summaries of the
partnership dialogues, as well as a  list of voluntary commitments for the implementation of Goal
14, to be  announced at the Conference.          The President of the General Assembly will
convene a two-day  preparatory meeting, on 15-16 February 2017, at United Nations 
Headquarters in New York, to be chaired by H.E. Mr. Alvaro Mendonya  Moura, Permanent
Representative of Portugal to the UN, and H.E. Mr.  Burhan Gafoor, Permanent Representative
of Singapore to the UN, the two  co-facilitators, with a view to considering the themes for the 
partnership dialogues and elements for a "Call for Action".

  

Mr. Wu Hongbo, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social  Affairs of the United
Nations is the Secretary-General of the  Conference. Mr. Miguel de Serpa Soares,
Under-Secretary-General for  Legal Affairs and United Nations Legal Counsel is the special
advisor to  the Presidents of the Conference on oceans and legal matters.
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