Curitiba — Designing a sustainable city

rdit cas give us goods quickly, the fa machine gives us the message quickly — the only
thing left in our Stone Age is central governments. -- Jaime Lerner, former mayor of Curitiba

Citizens, the ancient Athenians realized, are the best people to identify priorities for action in
their own cities. If cities are to become more sustainable, people must take action in the
neighborhoods where they live. Most of the urban environmental success stories came about
when citizens identified various problems and the links between them in order to pin down
cause and effect. A charismatic mayor in Curitiba, for instance, saw that chaotic development
and poor public transportation conspired to worsen air pollution: car use increased as buildings
sprouted far from bus stops. By winning popular backing for a new bus system, he
demonstrated that when citizens understand such connections, they often support or even
demand change. -- Molly O’Meara

Most urban residents support strong environmental policies, but wealthy interest groups and
corrupt officials often skew local political decisions. -- Molly O’'Meara

When citizens have insufficient understanding of the causes of local problems, the political
process suffers. -- Molly O’Meara

From every single window in Curitiba, | could see as much green as | could concrete. And green
begets green; land values around the new parks have risen sharply, and with them tax
revenues. --- Bill McKibben
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http://www.recycleforhampshire.org.uk/
http://www.curitiba.pr.gov.br/
http://www.curitiba-parana.com/
http://www.curitiba-brazil.com/
http://www.parques-curitiba.com/
http://www.artes-curitiba.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curitiba
http://www.ippuc.org.br/
http://www.carfree.com/
http://www.worldcarfree.net/
http://www.cop8mop3.com.br/
http://www.cop8mop3.com.br/cms/english/principal/index.php
http://biotech.indymedia.org/
http://biotech.indymedia.org/en/topic/mop3/
http://www.midiaindependente.org/
http://www.earth-policy.org/Books/PB2/Contents.htm
http://www.carfree.com/
http://www.fatalharvest.org/
http://www.worldwatch.org/features/chinawatch/stories/20060323-2
http://www.worldwatch.org/features/chinawatch/stories/20060309-1
http://www.theimpossible.org/
http://www.commondreams.org/cgi-bin/print.cgi?file=/views05/1108-33.htm
http://www.worldwatch.org/pubs/paper/147/
http://www.worldwatch.org/pubs/paper/156/
http://www.commondreams.org/headlines06/0325-01.htm
http://www.heureka.clara.net/gaia/nat-cap.htm
http://www.heureka.clara.net/gaia/local.htm
http://www.heureka.clara.net/gaia/energy.htm
http://www.heureka.clara.net/gaia/democracy.htm
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2005/02/305219.html
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2005/03/306577.html
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2005/04/308927.html
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2005/11/327726.html
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2006/01/332594.html
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2006/01/332595.html
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2006/03/336507.html
http://biotech.indymedia.org/or/2006/04/5036.shtml
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2006/04/337799.html
http://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2006/04/337854.html
http://home.clara.net/heureka/gaia/curitiba.htm

