Biomimicry: Nature's Alternative to Genetically Engineered Foods

While developers of genetically engineered foods (GEF) strive to produce hardier and
higher-yielding plants, ecologists throughout the world eye transgenics skeptically. They fear
that these genetically altered plants, may escape into the wild and displace native plants with
unforeseen and potentially devastating results. Dr. Wes Jackson, director of the Land Institute in
Kansas, a non-profit research facility devoted to alternative agricultural practices, warns that, if
misused, biotechnology may lead to the human-induced degradation of the genomes of plant
species. “What is being more or less ignored” in the rush to biotechnology, he
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